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MAKEUP MEETINGS

FEBRUARY, 2009

Good News!!!  The Rotary District 
Conference is being held at Myrtle Beach this 
year at the fabulous Myrtle Beach Hilton 
Resort & Conference Center.  Learn how 
this year’s theme of “Make Dreams Real” 
has been successful and how we as Rotarians 
build on our dreams and dreams of others to 
provide opportunities for growth and success 
around the globe.

The conference is setup so you and your 
family can take full advantage of all the 
Grand Strand has to offer.   Meeting sessions 

are scheduled for the mornings with speakers 
and presentations you don’t want to miss.  
Afternoons are free to participate in any 
activities you signed up for or whatever 
pursuits you enjoy.  The Clemmons Club 
will once again host the Friday evening 
Beach Party and on Saturday night enjoy the 
entertainment of The Catalinas. 

For more information on the conference and 
the resort, go to www.Rotary7690.org or 
http://rotary7690conference.com/.  

As I sat down to work on the February 
newsletter I was struck by how our Rotary 
theme “Make Dreams Real” and one 
woman’s dream became a working reality.  
Donna Jackson was a stay-at-home mom, 
taking care of her family.  She and John have 
three sons, the youngest having special needs.  
School had provided an outlet for their son and 
gave him the opportunity to interact with other 
students and be a part of a group.  However at 
the age of  22, with school ended, the days 
became long and her son no longer had his 
classmates around to socialize with nor the 
challenge of projects that interested him. 

On night Donna had a very clear and powerful 

dream.  Upon awakening she told John she 
knew what she had to do.  With that she began 
talking about her dream to friends, other 
families with handicapped adults, and then 
to anyone who would listen and slowly the 
seeds for The Gallery Group took root.  With a 
determination borne only by love and a desire 
to create a place for handicapped adults to 
fi nd a place, a sense of purpose, did she and 
others see those tiny roots turn into vines that 
continue to grow.

Local artists give of their time and share 
their talents with these special folks, creating 
art in a variety of forms.  Donna says “The 
Gallery Group is the most amazing example 
of how people working together through 
the arts, can create not only beautiful art but 
create an environment of peace, harmony and 
trust.  When you walk into the gallery you feel 
welcomed and at every turn you are amazed 
at the beauty of the art and the spirit of these 
special people.”

The studio is located at 162A West Pine 
Street.  For more information go to: 

www.gallerygroup.biz. 

Rotary District 7690 
Conference – April 23-26

The Gallery Group & Art Studio, Inc.
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Birthdays &
Anniversaries

 14......Ray Hanna
 21......John Jackson
 23......Bill Holcomb

  3......John and Alice Lockhart
10......Horace and Jewel Bondurant
12......Betty and Hylton Wright

FEBRUARY 2009

Rotary Interact to assist the United 
Fund of Surry – February 14  

The Mount Airy High School Interact 
Club is holding a fundraiser for the United 
Fund of Surry.  Check your dressers, the 
pocket of your coats, and your sofas and 
save that change!  Start saving your loose 
change from now until February 14.  On 
February 14, the Interact Club will be at 
the Mount Airy Rescue Squad building, 
the Pilot Mountain Rescue Squad, the 
Dobson Rescue Squad, and the Ararat 
Rescue Squad to collect your spare 

change (other than your CART change).  
All those pennies that are a bother, here’s 
a place to have someone else roll them.  
Bring your change by between 10:00 and 
4:00 on the 14th and the students will be 
there to help you lift your piggy bank to 
put your change in their collection box. 
Spread the word, the club is excited 
about this service project and needs your 
support.   PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
INTERACT CLUB AND THE UNITED 
FUND OF SURRY!
     
                 by Kate Appler

Our club approved needs based 
sponsorships for any member of the Mt. 
Airy Rotary Interact Club to attend the 
Venturing Program at Raven Knob.  The 
cost per person is $20.00 per year.

We have had great response to the CART program so far.  Through November we 
have collected $1,062.02.  The coins collected each week are used for research 
into the causes of Alzheimer’s.  This debilitating disease is heartbreaking to those 
who know they have it and painful for those who care for loved ones.  

Please give as you can to help fi nd ways of prevention; ways to slow progression; 
and most hopefully, a cure.

Tuesday, January 20, 2009 was an historic event witnessed by 
millions around the globe.  Barack H. Obama was sworn in as 
our 44th President.  Our club joined, via television, the over 
two million people who braved bitter cold and wind to bear 
witness to the election of the fi rst black American to serve in 
our nation’s highest offi ce.  We wish President Obama well as 
he begins his term as the leader of our nation.

Message from President Tim
The Power of Change

Boy Scouts of America 
Venturing Program

CART CollectionsA New Era Begins

DATE  ROTARIAN  SPEAKER & PROGRAM
February 3 Kendra Garaventa Ms. Marion Goldwasser – Education in Uganda
February 10 Paul Belk  TBA
February 17 Frank Sells  Ms. Loida Peterson – The importance of languages 
     in our global business world.
February 24 Carla Majure  Ms. Shawn Clements, RN – Mission trip to Africa

Fellow Rotarians---

February is upon us, and it is important to note that this is World 
Understanding Month.  World Understanding can encompass 
many things, but for Rotarians, it is imperative that we focus 
our thoughts and attention on our global agenda, and that we 
continue to serve our fellow man through our thoughts, deeds, 
and contributions.  Our club is an active participant in many 
global initiatives, including the eradication of polio, clean 
water projects, and helping heal our fellow man by use of the 
Mercy Ships project.  All of these are worthwhile, and they 
help us achieve our mission of Service Above Self.

Also, February 23rd is the Anniversary date of Rotary.  Founded in Chicago in 1905 by 
Paul Harris, Rotary has evolved into an international service organization devoted to 
improving mankind.  Harris wanted to form this professional group to try and capture 
the friendly spirit he knew growing up in the small towns of his youth.  Eventually, 
as Rotary grew, the mission of the group changed to focus on helping communities in 
need.  Today, over 1.2 million Rotarians keep Service Above Self as their motto, and 
continue to serve the global community on a daily basis.  I hope that we maintain this 
tradition of excellence in our community, and continue to shine as we help our global 
neighbors.

2    The Mount Airian Rotarian www.mtairyrotary.org    3

”“ Integrity without knowledge is weak and useless, and knowledge without 
integrity is dangerous and dreadful.        
                         — Samuael Johnson
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