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Educate, Inform, and Enlighten.  That is the 
mission statement Denise Franklin, General 
Manager presented in her address to our club.  
With over 100,000 listeners, WFDD NPR is 
the oldest public radio station in North Carolina.  
This 60,000 watt station covers a 32 county area 
and can be found at 88.5 on your dial.  

Denise is a familiar face.  She was the lead 
anchor/reporter with WXII from 1983 to 1993 
before joining WFDD.  She earned her MBA 
from Wake Forest University and believes it 
is the mission of the station to encourage and 
inspire students to become knowledgeable and 
interested in radio.  Several programs have been 
established from middle school to college to help 
with this effort.

Dear fellow Rotary members and friends,
 
Just want to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for 
your service, support and friendship. This has been a great year, 
full of change, opportunity, challenges and great rewards. As we 
outlined again at our club assembly on June 29th, there were many 
wonderful service projects and outreach to our community and 
around the world that YOU accomplished. The club received the 
recognition of the Presidents Gold Club, but the real reward always comes from the act of 
giving without expectation. I was pleased and blessed to have the opportunity to serve as your 
President this year. I know that you will give Alton Gaither and this year’s board your support 
as we venture in to the future.
 
Yours in service,
 
Bob Meinecke

Bob Meinecke

Denise Franklin and Ralph Forbes
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Farewell Message 
from President Bob

WFDD 
National Public Radio 
Going Strong
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Todd Tucker on the Surry County 
Economic Development Partnership

Family Tradition Carried On 

DATE  ROTARIAN  SPEAKER & PROGRAM
July 6  Joan Inman  Monroe Donathan – Myasthenia Gravis
July 13  Bob Meinecke  Sarah Carpenter & Susan Dollyhigh
     Mary Sue’s Sage Haven & The Shepherd’s House
July 20  Betty Ann Collins Chris Knopf, Asst City Manager for Economic 
     Development & Bryan Cave, Director NC  
     Cooperative Extn Services – Pilot Mtn Pride
July 27  Bob Meinecke  Brent McKinney - PART

Todd Tucker with Faith & Ted Ashby

Michael Brannock receives PHF

All of us would like to see our local 
community thriving and attracting buyers 
of goods from existing business and 
welcoming new industry into our midst.  
Everybody has an opinion, but where the 
rubber meets the road it is Todd Tucker and 
his staff who must fi nd and develop those 
relationships.

The SCEDP has three main missions in 
their work:
   1.Existing Businesses
   2.Small Business and Entrepreneurs 
   3.New Business Recruitment

The SCEDP helps existing businesses with 
advice, referrals and other ways to help 
them stay strong and vital to the community.  
Retaining a thriving business and helping 
them stay strong is easier and far less 
expensive than recruiting new business, 
however new industries are also required to 
replace those that have been lost and to add 
vitality and economic health back into the 
county.  Efforts to recruit them are vital.  

he number of new industries 
out in the market place 
looking for new locations 
has dwindled along with 
our economy.  The number 
of communities looking to 
attract these fewer industries 
has dramatically increased.  
Since there is no “one size fi ts 
all” template for mining these 
industries it takes research, 
travel, negotiations, incentives 
at times, and a whole lot of 
luck.  

What might attract one company doesn’t 
appeal to the next.  So what to do?  We create 
a balance within our county and the greater 
Piedmont region that can be marketed to 
a wide range of prospects.  As with many 
selling jobs a lot rides on the relationships 
that are developed.  Yes you have to have the 
goods in the end, but people to people contact 
gets you that fi rst look and then the second.  

We all have a stake in the outcome of 
business development.  It’s important to 
stay positive and to contribute sensible 
ideas to our community leaders.  Help 
where you can and encourage those whose 
job it is to advance our cause.  

On May 10, Michael Brannock, Teresa 
Lewis’s son received his second Paul Harris 
Fellow.  Michael belongs to the Charlotte 
Rotary Club.  Teresa honored Michael 
with a PHF several years ago, but this time 
Michael’s contributions to the foundation 
earned him another one and his mother was 
given the honor of presenting it to him.

Seeing children of our members grow up 
and become Rotary members themselves 
gives us a good feeling.  It says a lot 
about the lessons our children learn from 
their parents about contributing to their 
communities and to the world at large.  We 
congratulate Michael and wish him well as 
a fellow Rotarian.

The Kitgum Rotary Club 
in Uganda

Marion Goldwasser will deliver a more 
detailed presentation upon her return 
from Gulu, Uganda, but the clean water 
system that Jamie Tilley carried over 
to Uganda was presented by Marion to 
the Kitgum Rotary Club and was a BIG 
success.  Clean water is such a precious 
commodity; one we so easily take for 
granted.

I really liked what our contact, Frederick 
Ocaya Bese had to say:

“I will leave the details for Marion to 
say it because that is what our Culture 
recommends that those who heard the 
cries or songs of the birds in the air 
fi rst are always more previleged to take 
precedence.”

Giny Haynes visited with us recently and provided some encouraging information 
regarding cancer.  There are 11,000,000 cancer survivors celebrating another birthday.  
People have learned that early detection can be the difference between life and death and 
more and more people are opting for preventive examinations.

The ACS fi rst began research in 1946.  Over $3.2B dollars have been given to fund 
research programs to fi nd treatments.  Last year there were 44 research grants awarded 
in North Carolina.  Locally 5 grants went to Wake Forest University and 1 grant to Wake 
Forest University Baptist Medical Center.  These grants totaled $20 million.  When 
you participate in the Relay for Life events and other fundraising opportunities you are 
helping do make these grants possible.  

If you or someone you know would like to help with patient transportation needs, check 
out the Road to Recovery Program.  Volunteers transport patients to and from their doctor 
appointments and treatments.  For many patients without other resources this is the only 
hope they have.  For more information go to:  
www.cancer.org or call 1-800-ACS-2345.

Please continue to participate and remember this slogan –
   Celebrate    Remember   Fight Back

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

July 1 Darren Hartness
July 3 Ann Vaughn
July 5 Deborah Friedman
July 7 Alton Gaither
July 9 Britta Needham
July 9 Steve Lindsley
July 14 Sue Brownfi eld
July 16 Todd Harris
July 23 Dick Johnson
July 24 Doug Yarboro
July 25 Matt Edwards
July 30 Derek Higgs

July 2 Gary & Vickie Harold
July 10 Paul & Cecelia
July 19 Gray & Sandra Parker
July 28 John & Sandra Priddy
July 29 Ben & Lone Cooke

JULY

The Miracle Work 
of the American 
Cancer Society News Flash
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”“ No arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of the world is so formidable 
as the will and moral courage of free men and women. 

           —Ronald Reagan, 40th US President 
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interested in radio.  Several programs have been 
established from middle school to college to help 
with this effort.

Dear fellow Rotary members and friends,
 
Just want to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for 
your service, support and friendship. This has been a great year, 
full of change, opportunity, challenges and great rewards. As we 
outlined again at our club assembly on June 29th, there were many 
wonderful service projects and outreach to our community and 
around the world that YOU accomplished. The club received the 
recognition of the Presidents Gold Club, but the real reward always comes from the act of 
giving without expectation. I was pleased and blessed to have the opportunity to serve as your 
President this year. I know that you will give Alton Gaither and this year’s board your support 
as we venture in to the future.
 
Yours in service,
 
Bob Meinecke

Bob Meinecke

Denise Franklin and Ralph Forbes
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National Public Radio 
Going Strong


