




MAY

Welcome New Member Benny Lisk

DATE  ROTARIAN  SPEAKER & PROGRAM
May 4  Dick Wimbish  TBA
May 11 Gary Cook  TBA
May 18    Linda Snider, Regional Development Manager  
     for Mercy Ships, and Rick Snider
May 25 John Haynes  TBA

Mt. Airy Rotarians Welcomed the GSE Team from Downunder con’t from page 2   

Benny Lisk

Jumping For Joy

Mabry’s Mill Trip to Mayberry Courthouse

A Little Jail Time

Many of us already know Benny from his many years of working in the banking industry, but for 
those who don’t know Benny he is a VP and Business Banker with First Citizens Bank.  He’s an 
NC State Grad (go Pack) and attended banking school at UNC (go Heels).  He and his wife Pam 
have been married for 25 years and have a son and daughter in college.  Benny was a Rotarian in 
the Sunrise Rotary Club before joining us.   Welcome!!!
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Rotary’s St. Bakhita Pre-Primary Project

Last month we saw the pictures from the well refurbishing at 
Gulu University that we help fund.  Clean water is fl owing 
once again into that community.  The cost of this project was 
$2,904.83.

The other project we helped fund is a 7 stall latrine at the pre-
primary school which can be pumped out and reused.  This 

project is almost complete; just a few more small items to be 
done.  The cost of this project was $$7,492.00.  

Total project costs were $10,400 with funding provided by 
the following:  Mount Airy Rotary Club - $4,000.00; Sunrise 
Rotary Club - $1,000.00 and the King Rotary Club - $200.00 
then matched by the District.

St. Bakhita Latrine

Main Street near the Mount Airy Museum and Old North State Winery.

Anne Webb talks 
about Budbreak

Latrine Stall
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Joan Inman with Brig. Gen. JR Gorham JR talks about a wounded soldier.

Assistant District Governor 
LeeSa Cornelius pays us a visit

We were please to have with us at a recent meeting our Assistant 
District Governor, LeeSa Cornelius.  LeeSa lives in Yadkinville and 
visited our club to present our upcoming President, Alton Gaither, with 
the Rotary fl ag for 2010-2011.  Incoming International President Ray 
Klinginsmith’s theme for the next Rotary year is:

Building Communities – Bridging Continents

The long awaited day is approaching and volunteers are still needed 
to help make this fi rst year’s festival a bubbly success.  Please 
see Bob Meinecke or Tom Webb for assistance in fi nding a place 
where you are needed.

For Thursday evening, April 29 Chef 
Chris at Cross Creek Country Club has 
designed a wonderful meal around fi ve 
local wines that will make your taste 
buds tingle with delight.  The deadline 
for signing up is TODAY at 2:00.  
Tickets are $65.00 per person.  See Bob 
Meinecke or Brandt Scholz for tickets.

Three musical groups will be playing 
throughout the day on May 1st for 
your listening pleasure and several 
restaurants will be preparing food.  
Twenty three wineries, one from the 

east coast of North Carolina, have signed up and will be entering 
their wines for the competition; tasting and selling.  

Come out to the 400 block of Main Street Mount Airy and help 
make this event a success for the charities and projects Rotary 
supports. Full command is how you would describe JR Gorham, or I 

should say National Guard Brigadier General JR Gorham.  I 
fi rst met JR when he visited SouthData to discuss banking 
options.  He is a Bank at Work Specialist for First Citizens 
Bank.  After a few minutes with him, and high praise from 
fellow banker Ron Stephenson, I knew JR would make a great 
speaker for Rotary.  In fact, he is a Rotarian in Kernersville 
where he and his family have lived for 17 years.  He has three 
children; one son serving in the Marine Corps.

JR joined the Army at the tender age of 18 and literally 
fresh off the tobacco farm from a little town down east 

called Faulkland.  With a population of less than 200, many 
residents are family.  Leaving home was an eye opening 
experience for this young man, but he knew he had found 
his place as a soldier.  After his Army stint was up he joined 
the National Guard and has served for 36 years.  In 2004 he 
was summoned to lead his team to Iraq where he spent one 
year.  He said he knew it wasn’t going to be good news when 
his young daughter said “daddy there’s an Army man on the 
phone who wants to talk to you”.  We appreciate his service 
and all others who serve in the Military.

full command

The First Annual Budbreak Festival
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Birthdays &
Anniversaries

9........Macon Sammons
18......Ben Cooke 
19......Chris Nichols
21......Jay Williams
22......Joan Inman

2.......Carla & David Majure
3.......Richard & Kaye Patterson
16.....Tim & Cindy Marion 
17.....Ted & Faith Ashby
17.....Alton & Janice Gaither
17.....Bucky & Kim Holcomb
17.....Dale & Celena Watson
24.....Jim & Ann Petelle
25.....Tom & Anne Webb
29.....Marie & Tyco Wood

MAY

Tony gets key to Mount Airy

Doug and Amanda Yarboro, both having 
been part of a GSE experience, planned 
an exciting 4 days of activities for our 
visitors.  WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO 
AMANDA AND DOUG FOR PLANNING 
SUCH A GREAT TIME FOR THE TEAM 
FROM AUSTRALIA.
            
Five host families (Tom & Anne Webb; 
Kate & Mark Appler; Ben & Lone Cooke; 
Carol Burke; Robin & Thurman Hester) 
from the Mt. Airy Rotary Club welcomed 
Spring and the team of six Australian 
Group Study Exchange members the week 
of April 1 through Easter Sunday, April 4.  
It was a beautiful week to share the great 
city of Mt. Airy with young professionals 
from Australia sponsored by the Rotary 
Foundation.

Group Study Exchange (GSE) is an 
educational activity of Rotary Foundation.  

The program offers a unique person-to-
person opportunity for the promotion of 
international understanding.  The team 
visiting us is from district 9640 --New 
South Wales and Queensland, Australia.  
 
The GSE team leader was Tony Heading, 
who is a high school agriculture teacher and 
is head of the Agriculture Department at 
Stanthorpe High School.  His success with 
a project teaching vineyard/winemaking 
led to the establishment of the Queensland 
College of Wine Tourism on the school 
farm of 250 acres.  Visiting several wineries 
in the Yadkin Valley enabled Tony to share 
his experiences with those involved in 
winemaking and tourism.
 
A very special thank you to our Rotarians 
Matt Edwards who hosted the team at the 
Mt. Airy Museum of Regional History; 
Betty Wright who hosted the team at 
the Historical Moore House; and to 
Ann Vaughn who hosted the team at the 
Historical Gertrude Smith House.  Special 
thanks to Cathy Stevens for loaning her 
big SUV to Rotary so everyone could be 
transported comfortably.
 
The teams last day was a beautiful trip 
along the Blue Ridge Parkway with lunch at 
Chateau Morrisette capped off by a lovely 
dinner at Rotarian Twyla Sickmiller’s 308 
Bistro at the Old North State Winery hosted 
by Anne and Tom Webb as a wonderful 
send off for the team.  A number of our 
members were in attendance and a good 
time was had by all.
 
Easter Sunday was enjoyed with their host 
families.  A special thank you to Rotarian 
Steven Simpson who made arrangements 

for three of the team members to enjoy 
a Sunday picnic and outing at Camp 
Ravenknob.
 
To everyone who provided gifts for the gift 
bags which were presented at the breakfast 
hosted by the Mt. Airy Interact Club at the 
Common Grounds Cafeteria at Mt. Airy 
High School, THANK YOU!
 
Those attending the District Conference 
will get to see the GSE team members one 
more time before they return to Australia.  
Tony Heading hopes this exchange will be 
the forerunner of many visits between New 
South Wales and Queensland by North 
Carolina Rotarians.   

Mount Airy Rotarians Welcomed the 
GSE Team from Downunder   

by Carol Burke

Continued on page 3

2    The Mount Airian Rotarian www.mtairyrotary.org   7”“ A community is like a ship; everyone ought 
to be prepared to take the helm

                            —Henrik Ibsen, poet
                                                 



Chris Nichols
Gray Parker
Richard Patterson
Greg Perkins
Jim Petelle
Hugh Peoples
John Priddy
Gene Rees
Bill Refvem
Joanna Refvem
Vera Reynolds
Burke Robertson
Mark Rogers
Aaron Routh
Candace Sammons
Macon Sammons
Brandt Scholz
Frank Sells
Twyla Sickmiller
Steven Simpson
P.J. Snow
Cathy Stevens
Ann Vaughn
Dale Watson
Anne Webb
Tom Webb
Jay Williams
Jack Wilson
Dick Wimbish
Marie Wood
Betty Wright
Doug Yarboro
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David Adkisson
Kate Appler
Faith Ashby
Ted Ashby
Paul Belk
Ed Bondurant
Horace Bondurant
Ricky Bowman
Sue Brownfi eld
Carol Burke
Karen Burnette
Greg Cave
Nelson Clark
Betty Ann Collins
John Collins
Gary Cook
Peter Cook
Ben Cooke
Adam Delp
Charles Dugger
Cathy Eckenrod
Matthew Edwards
Ron Ellis
Jeffery Ellis
Tom Fawcett
Fred Folger
Ralph Forbes
Deborah Friedman
Alton Gaither
Brenda Goings
Marian Goldwasser
Jim Grimes
Steve Gross
Ken Gulaian
Raymond Hanna

Ellen
Mark
Ted
Faith
Cecelia

Jewel
Lori
Hal

Bruce
Lynette
Lisa
Martin
Bobbie
MaryAnn

Lone

Shirley
Skip
Glenda
Diana

Mary

Erika

Janice

Michael
Louella
Polly
Kari

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

ROTARIAN                 SPOUSE ROTARIAN                 SPOUSE ROTARIAN                 SPOUSE
Gary Harold
Todd Harris
Darrin Hartness
John Haynes
Robin Hester
Derek Higgs
Ashley Hinson
Eric Hodges
Bill Holcomb
Bucky Holcomb
Joan Inman
John Jackson
David Jessup
Allen Johnson
Alison Johnson
Amy Johnson
Bill Johnson
Dick Johnson
Jim Lewis
Teresa Lewis
Steve Lindsley
Benny Lisk
John Lockhart
Peter Lydens
Lenise Lynch
Greg Marshall
Kirby McCrary
Carla Majure
Tim Marion
Tony Marion
Frank Mayberry
Robert Meinecke
Bob Moody
Julie Moore
Britta Needham

Vicki
Betsy
Lisa
Barbara
Thurman
Mary
Lynne

Kim
Bill
Donna

Alison
Alan
Bill
Tina

Teresa
Jim
Lorie
Pam
Alice
Linda Wright

Lori
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David
Cindy
Janice
Jerri
Judy
Kathy
Jack
Jeff
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Angie
Sandra
Kaye
Julie
Ann

Sandra
Peggy
Joanna
Bill

Carolyn
Deidre
Lee Ann
Macon
Candace
Lynn
Amanda
Roger

Joy
Mark
Tom
Celena
Tom
Anne
Beth
Marie
Sue Ellen
Tycho, Jr.
Hylton

Key:           Past President               Board of Directors             Paul Harris Fellow          

Honorary Members ............1

Active Members..............101

Total Membership............102

Paul Harris Fellow............ 81      

Monday................Stuart, VA ................. Rotary Park ..................6:30 pm    
Tuesday................Winston-Salem ......... Benton Conv. Ctr.........12:30 pm    
Tuesday................Yadkinville................ Ace’s Restaurant ...........7:30 am    
Wednesday...........Yadkin-Valley............ Fairfi eld Inn ..................7:45 am    
Wednesday...........Surry Sunrise............  Prime Sirloin ................7:30 am    
Wednesday...........Galax, VA ................. Prime Sirloin.....................Noon    
Thursday..............Hillsville, VA ............ Shoney’s Restaurant..........Noon    
Thursday..............King .......................... Town & Country Rest...7:00 am    
Friday...................Reynolda ...................Winston-Salem Col.....12:30 pm    

MAKEUP MEETINGS

May, 2010       Editor, Joan Inman
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Hunger by any other name 
is still Hunger 
by Joan Inman

Red Cross Blood Drive nets 21 pints 

We were pleased to have with us again Jill 
Borders of Yokefellow Ministries.  According 
to the US Government, the new term for people 
who are without food and whose stomachs’ 
are empty is not hunger, but Food Insecure.  
People who are without food and are hungry 
are just that – hungry.  So let’s not lose sight of 
reality by calling it something else.

In North Carolina 13.7% of adults are hungry; 
19.4% of families with children are in that 
category.  One in eight Americans has visited 
a food bank for assistance.

In 2009 Yokefellows provided food for 9,911 
people; assisted 367 people with prescription 
medications; helped with utility payments 
of up to $100.00 for 284 people; and in 
emergency situations helped 812 folks with 
heating oil needs.

Yokefellow has a Food of the Month 
List for anyone wanting to know what 
items are in need.  Monetary donations 
are always needed to help purchase food 
from the food bank, and don’t forget 
paper products.  These items cannot be 
purchased with food stamps, so toilet 
paper; diapers and sanitary products are 
also on the needs list.

If you plant a garden put in a few extra 
plants, because your extra produce is a 
welcome treat at Yokefellow.  When your 
neighbor says they have squash, tomatoes, 
peppers, etc in good supply, remember 
Yokefellow and take a bag to them.  They 
are located at the old Jones School at 215 
Jones School Rd off of N. Main St.  Their 
number is 789-5838.

Our March blood drive didn’t quite net the 
number of pints we were hoping for, but 
25 people did come out to give and every 
pint of blood is precious and sorely needed.  
We thank Rotary members, friends, family 
and all others who came out to give.  Many 
thanks to Amy Johnson who coordinates this 
effort for us and whose help is invaluable.

Above, Red Cross Technician monitors 
Ben Cooke during blood drive.

Left, Ben Cooke donates blood. 
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